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To Prepare a Comprehensive Study of the Scriptural Relationship of Man and Woman 
 
RESOLUTION 3-10 
 
Overtures 3-70-71 (CW, p. 174) 
 

 WHEREAS, It is apparent that confusion exists in the Synod, as well as in our culture regarding the 
relationship of male and female.  This is evident from the overtures received by the convention.  These overtures 
deal with a diversity of subjects:  ordination of women, woman suffrage in our congregations, use of female 
assistants in the public worship.  Additional overtures ask for a definition of the orders of creation [This should say: 
order of creation as defined by the CTCR and seen in a Genesis creation account.  Luther writes of the "orders of 
creation" designed to create "order" after the fall into sin. - lvoeltz] as they relate to the priesthood of believers in the 
service of women in the church. 
 The committee therefore recommends a comprehensive study and offers the following resolution.  Among 
the questions which might be included in such a study are: 
 1.  Creation, Genesis 1:26-30:  Does the image of God here apply to each individual person, or to the race?  
Are male and female together in their relationship to each other the image of God? 
 2.  Is subordination inherent in the very nature of creation done by the Triune God, or is subordination a 
consequence of sin? 
 3.  Is the dominion given in Genesis 1:26,29 given to both male and female, and what is the significance of 
this for their relationship to each other? 
 4.  Does Genesis 3:16 imply that the male is to have dominion over the female in the race? 
 5.  Does subordination of the Son to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:27-28) speak of some sort of 
subordination in the Trinity and what are the implications of this for the unity of the Trinity?  What implications does 
this have for the distinction of persons within the Trinity? 
 6.  Does the image of God (Genesis 1:26,29) in some way reflect the unity of the Trinity and the distinction 
of persons within the Trinity, and what implications does this have for the relationship of male and female? 
 7.  In light of the above, must a distinction be made between the way in which the Adamic cultures 
understand the relationship of male and female, and the way in which the distinction between male and female is to 
be understood and expressed within the chose race (1 Peter 2:9)? 
 8.  What is the meaning and implication of "head" in Ephesians 5:20-33, and in what way is this illuminated 
in Ephesians 1:22 and Ephesians 5:20? 
 9.  May the words submit or subordination in Ephesians 5:21-22 be interpreted as meaning obedience as 
this word is understood by the Adamic cultures? 
 10.  In what way are the findings of this study to be applied to the church, as she orders her life and 
worship? 
 11.  In what way are the findings of this study to be applied to marriage and the life of the family? 
  
 Resolved, That the CTCR coordinate a comprehensive study of the scriptural relationship of man and 
woman, together with the faculties of both seminaries, making use of other persons who are competent in the area 
of theology, including women. 
 
Action:  Adopted (10). 
 (During discussion an amendment,  Resolved, That is issue be commended to the next convention of the 
Synod with recommendation that an early session be scheduled for that purpose and than an entire session be set 
aside for the debate, was declined.  This occurred after the delegates agreed to cease debate on the amendment 
but not on the main motion.  A further amendment calling for deletion of the entire paragraph containing a list of 
possible questions for consideration was declined.  A number of delegates asked that their negative votes be 
recorded.  These are attached to the official copy of the minutes.) 
  


